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Introduction
1. Bury Parish Council have undertaken this SEA screening statement request. It is the role of
Huntingdonshire District Council as the Local Planning Authority (LPA) to undertake a
screening of the Neighbourhood Plan to determine whether or not the contents of the Bury
Village Neighbourhood Development Plan requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
2. This document has been produced to assist the LPA undertake the screening in
collaboration with the three designated environmental bodies, namely the Environment
Agency; Natural England; and Historic England.
3. The European Union Directive 2001/42/EC requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment
(SEA) to be undertaken for certain development plans that would have a significant
environmental effect. An SEA may be required for a Neighbourhood Plan, dependant on
what the plan is proposing.
4. The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 require that the
need for an SEA is to be determined by a screening process. This must meet the criteria of
Schedule 1 of the Regulations (Appendix 2).
5. For Bury Village, it is the responsibility of Huntingdonshire District Council to determine
whether an SEA is required. To make this decision the District Council are required to
consult with three statutory consultation bodies: Natural England, Environment Agency and
Historic England.
6. This SEA screening statement request comprises of two parts: part one assesses the
Neighbourhood Plan against the steps that should be taken to determine the need for SEA
in accordance with the Directive and associated regulations, part two assesses the likely
significant effects on the environment of the Neighbourhood Plan.
7. This Statement has been prepared to accompany the Bury Village Neighbourhood
Development Plan (“the Neighbourhood Plan”) under the Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012 (“the Regulations”). The relevant local planning authority is
Huntingdonshire District Council.
Designation of Bury Parish as a Neighbourhood Planning Area
7. A formal application1 was made by Bury Parish Council in August 2015 as a ‘relevant body’
under Section 61G of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) for the
designation of a neighbourhood area in order to develop a neighbourhood plan. The area
of the Neighbourhood Plan is based upon the parish boundary, which was seen as
appropriate as this area is recognised as the distinct community of Bury Village. The
request was that the Parish Council be recognised as a Neighbourhood Area for the purpose
of producing a neighbourhood plan, in accordance with the Neighbourhood Planning
Regulations 2012.

1

http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/1132/bury-neighbourhood-area-application-letter-and-plan.pdf
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8. Huntingdonshire District Council publicised this application to produce a Neighbourhood
Plan during August and September 2015. Huntingdonshire Council designated2 the Parish
of Bury as a neighbourhood area on 7 October 2015.
9. The Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by Bury Parish Council, a qualifying body,
(Section 38A(12) of the Planning and Compensation Act 2004) for the Neighbourhood Area
covering the Parish of Bury, as designated by Huntingdonshire District Council on 7 October
2015. The name of the neighbourhood area is the 'Bury Neighbourhood Area'. It does not
relate to more than one neighbourhood area and there are no other neighbourhood
development plans in place within the neighbourhood area.
10. The policies described in the Neighbourhood Plan relate to the development and use of
land in the designated Neighbourhood Area only. The document sets out the period of the
Neighbourhood Plan which is from 2019 to 2036.

The Development Plan
11. The Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 was adopted on the 15 May 2019, shortly before
the Draft Neighbourhood Plan was published for consultation at the beginning of June 2019.
It replaces the Huntingdonshire Core Strategy, the Huntingdon West Area Action Plan and
the Saved Policies of the 1995 Huntingdonshire Local Plan and 2002 Alteration.
12. The ‘Development Plan’ for Bury that is now in place from the 15 May 2019 is made up of
4 main components as follows:

Bury Village
Neighbourhood Plan

Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Minerals
& Waste Core Strategy

Huntingdonshire Local
Plan to 2036

Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough Minerals
& Waste Site Specific
Proposals Plan

2

http://buryvillagenp.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/151007-Bury-NP-Area-designation-signed-by-CllrDDAPPROVAL.pdf
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13. In considering this SEA Screening Request the Parish Council has taken into account the
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 which although during the early stages of producing
the Neighbourhood Plan was an emerging Development Plan document; it was expected
that by the time of consultation on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan that the Huntingdonshire
Local Plan to 2036 was expected to be adopted.
The Huntingdonshire Local Plan 2036
14. Huntingdonshire District Council has recently adopted the new Local Plan to 20363. The
new plan adopted on the 15 May 2019 replaced the Core Strategy (2009), the Huntingdon
West Area Action Plan (2011), the Local Plan (1995) and the Local Plan Alteration (2002).
The purpose of the plan is to set out:
 the strategy for development in the whole of Huntingdonshire;
 policies for managing development; and
 details of sites for development to meet the needs of Huntingdonshire.
15. Consultation on the draft emerging Local Plan took place between the 3 July 2017 and 25
August 2017. Statutory consultation on the proposed submission new Local Plan, known as
the ‘Representations Period’ was undertaken between 18 December 2017 and 5 February
2018. The District Council submitted new Local Plan to 2036 to the Secretary of State for
Housing, Communities and Local Government on 29 March 2018. Following submission to
the Secretary of State a Public Examination was undertaken, consultation on the proposed
modifications was undertaken between the 10 December 2018 and the 29 January 2019.
The new Local Plan was adopted on the 15 June 2019; it consists of the Plan4 and Policies
Map5.
Strategic policies for the purposes of neighbourhood planning
16. The system of neighbourhood planning allows Parish and Town Councils to produce
neighbourhood plans to guide development at a local level. One of the requirements of
such plans is that they should be in line with the 'strategic policies' of the adopted
development plan for the local area.
17. Huntingdonshire District Council as the Local Planning Authority defines which policies are
to be considered 'strategic' with regard to the production of a neighbourhood plan. They
consider that for the purposes of neighbourhood planning that some of the policies and all
the allocations within the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 are to be considered
'strategic' for the purposes of neighbourhood planning. Details of which policies are deemed
‘strategic’ is set out in the introduction of the Local Plan.

3

http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/planning/new-local-plan-to-2036/
http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3872/final-adopted-local-plan-to-2036.pdf
5
http://www.huntingdonshire.gov.uk/media/3871/local-plan-policies-map-may-2019-compressed.pdf
4
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Stage One: Establishing the need
for a Strategic Environmental
Assessment
19. The Government published Planning Practice Guidance states there is no legal requirement
for a Neighbourhood Plan to have a Sustainability Appraisal (SA) as set out in section 19 of
the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. However, a qualifying body, in this case
Bury Parish Council, must demonstrate how its plan or order will contribute to achieving
sustainable development. Planning Practice Guidance also states, in some limited
circumstances, where a neighbourhood plan is likely to have significant environmental
effects, it may require a strategic environmental assessment. Draft neighbourhood plan
proposals should be assessed to determine whether the plan is likely to have significant
environmental effects. Consequently a SEA screening statement has been undertaken using
guidance from the Government published advice in ‘A Practical Guide to the Strategic
Environmental Assessment Directive’ (2005).
20. The document ‘A Practical Guidance to the Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive’
was published by the then Office of the Deputy Prime Minister. It sets out guidance on how
to comply with the European Directive 2001/42/EC known as the Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) Directive. Figure 2 of this practical guidance shows the Directive’s field
of application in the form of a diagram (Appendix 2), which provides an outcome of whether
a directive does or does not require an SEA.
21. Bury Parish Council as the designated body have to “Determine whether a plan or Order is
likely to have significant environmental effect”. In order to do this we are providing an
assessment of the NDP against the diagram provided in Appendix 2 to establish whether an
SEA is required. Each stage of the diagram provides a criteria which a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ response
is required to progress to the next stage.
22. The table below shows the assessment of whether the NDP will require a full SEA. The
questions below are drawn from the diagram in Appendix 2 which sets out how the SEA
Directive should be applied and provides justification for the particular path considered
suitable by us on behalf of Bury Parish Council.
23. The views of Huntingdonshire District Council as the relevant Local Planning Authority will
be sought as will the views of the statutory environmental bodies through the consultation
on the draft plan and the SEA Screening Statement. It is the responsibility of
Huntingdonshire District Council to determine whether an SEA is required, this screening
has been produced to assist them in this process.
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Table 1: Establishing the Need for SEA
Stage

Y/N

Reason

1. Is the PP (plan or programme) subject
to preparation and/or adoption by a
national, regional or local authority OR
prepared by an authority for adoption
through a legislative procedure by
Parliament or Government? (Art. 2(a))

Yes to
criterion
1

2. Is the PP required by legislative,
regulatory or administrative provisions?
(Art. 2(a))

No

3. Is the PP prepared for agriculture,
forestry, fisheries, energy, industry,
transport, waste management, water
management, telecommunications,
tourism, town and country planning or
land use, AND does it set a framework
for future development consent of
projects in Annexes I and II to the EIA
Directive? (Art 3.2(a))

Yes to
criterion
1

The preparation of and adoption of the
plan is allowed under The Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 as amended
by the Localism Act 2011.The NDP is
prepared by Bury Parish Council (as the
‘relevant body’) and will be ‘made’ by
Huntingdonshire District Council as the
Local Planning Authority. The
preparation of the NDP is subject to The
Neighbourhood Planning
(General) Regulations 2012 (as
amended) and The Neighbourhood
Planning (Referendums) Regulations
2012 (as amended).
Communities, such as Bury have a right
to be able to produce a Neighbourhood
Plan. The plan is not required by
legislative, regulatory or administrative
provisions. Instead, if ‘made’ the plan
would form part of the statutory
development plan. Therefore it is
considered necessary to answer the
following questions to determine further
if an SEA is required.
The NDP is prepared to set out for town
and country planning purposes; the NDP
set out policies which will influence
future development within the parish of
Bury, including development of housing,
employment and community land uses.
However, the plan will be used as a tool
which manages the design details of
development rather than the principles
of land use. The NDP does not allocate
any sites for housing or employment
development. It does however safeguard
land for open space, local green space
and for community use.

4. Will the PP, in view of its likely effect
on sites, require an assessment for
future development under Article 6 or 7
of the Habitats Directive? (Art. 3.2 (b))

No to
criterion
2

No

Furthermore the NDP will not be a tool
to manage development of the scale and
nature envisaged by Annex I and Annex II
of the EIA Directive.
A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)
screening assessment, has considered
the potential impacts of the NDP on
sites covered by the Habitats
Regulations. This HRA screening
assessment concludes that a HRA is not
required for the NDP.
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Stage

Y/N

Reason

5. Does the PP Determine the use of
small areas at local level, OR is it a
minor modification of a PP subject to
Art. 3.2? (Art. 3.3)

Yes

6. Does the PP set the framework for
future development consent of projects
(not just projects in annexes to the EIA
Directive)? (Art 3.4)

Yes

7. Is the PP’s sole purpose to serve the
national defence or civil emergency, OR
is it a financial or budget PP, OR is it cofinanced by structural funds or EAGGF
programmes 2000 to 2006/7? (Art 3.8,
3.9)
8. Is it likely to have a significant effect
on the environment? (Art. 3.5)

No

The NDP does not determine the land
uses within Bury as it contains no land
allocations. Notwithstanding this, the
NDP does provide details of the
community’s preferential locations for
local green space and community use at
local level.
Once the NDP is ‘made’ by
Huntingdonshire District Council it will
form part of the statutory development
plan against which planning applications
will be determined.
The NDP does not deal with any of these
issues.

No
(see
stage
2 below)

Stage 2 of this SEA Screening Statement
will consider the potential effects of the
NDP on the environment. This considers
the effects of the NDP against the
criteria referred to in Article 3.5 of SEA
Directive 2001/42/EC.

Stage Two: Likely significant
effects on the environment
24. The table below shows the assessment of the potential significant effects of the
environment, as required by Article 3.5 of the SEA Directive.
Table 2: Assessment of the likely significant effects of the environment.
SEA Directive Criteria
Assessment Commentary
and Schedule 1 of
Environmental
Assessment of Plans
and Programmes
Regulations 2004
The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard to:
(a) the degree to which
The NDP would form part of the Statutory
the plan or programme
Development Plan and therefore would set a
sets a framework for
framework for future development projects in Bury.
projects and other
However, the plan sits within a wider framework
activities, either with
set out by the National Planning Policy Framework
regard to the location,
(NPPF) and the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036.
nature, size and operating
conditions or by allocating The policies of the NDP are in general conformity
resources
with the NPPF and the Huntingdonshire Local Plan
to 2036. In addition, the projects for which the NDP

Likely
Significant
effect?
(Y/N)

No
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(b) the degree to which
the plan or programme
influences other plans and
programmes including
those in a hierarchy
(c) the relevance of the
plan or programme for
the integration of The TSP
will work to protect and
enhance the natural
environment and
landscape of the plan
area

contributes to setting a planning framework are
very local in nature.
The NDP has a low hierarchical position within a
No
number of statutory development plans, therefore
the NDP will respond to rather than influence other
plans or programmes. Policies set out in the NDP
are in conformity with the NPPF an the
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036.
The NDP will work to protect and enhance the
Yes
natural environment and landscape of Bury,
including statutory environmental designations. The
policies of the NDP provide protection for areas of
high environmental value, including Local Green
Space. The NDP will work to protect and enhance
the natural environment of Bury, including
statutory environmental designations. The policies
of the NDP will not affect the protection for areas
of high environmental value, including the SACs
outside of but within the catchment of the plan
area. The built environment of Bury Village is also
sought to be protected through the NDP.
A number of NDP policies will contribute to the
social sustainability of Bury as a distinct
community. Therefore, the NDP will provide
socially sustainable development as defined in the
NPPF.
Through Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), new
residential development is seen as essential to fund
important services required for socially sustainable
development. The NDP sets out how Bury Parish
Council will seek to direct developer contributions
towards necessary local infrastructure.

(d) environmental
problems relevant to the
plan or programme

(e) the relevance of the
plan or programme for
the implementation of
Community legislation on
the environment (for

Therefore it is considered that the NDP will have a
positive impact on local environmental assets and
therefore will promote sustainable development.
There are no environmental problems directly No
relevant to this plan. There will be an increase in the
number of houses, the level of employment, and the
amount of retail provision in the town as a result of
new development. However the NDP will help to
address
wider
environmental
problems
as
highlighted in the NPPF at a local level, such as
climate change, air pollution, traffic congestion, loss
of biodiversity and flooding; without any negative
effects. For example, Policy TT1 will encourage
sustainable transport methods of cycle and walking
within Bury for local journeys and will therefore
discourage travelling by private vehicles.
The NDP is not directly relevant to the
No
implementation of European legislation. This
legislation is taken into account by the
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 with which the
Neighbourhood Plan complies.
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example, plans and
programmes linked to
waste management or
water protection)
SEA Directive Criteria
Assessment Commentary
Likely
and Schedule 1 of
Significant
Environmental
effect?
Assessment of Plans
(Y/N)
and Programmes
Regulations 2004
Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in particular,
to:
(a) the probability,
The NDP will result in positive environmental
No
duration, frequency and
effects through policies that seek to protect the
reversibility of the effects built heritage character and green spaces. The plan
will result in positive social effects through policies
which seek to address local highways issues and
support the development of community facilities.

(b) the cumulative nature
of the effects

(c) the trans boundary
nature of the effects
(d) the risks to human
health or the environment
(for example, due to
accidents)
(e) the magnitude and
spatial extent of the
effects (geographical area
and size of the population
likely to be affected);
(f) the value and
vulnerability of the area
likely to be affected due
to:
- special natural
characteristics or cultural
heritage;

The duration of the positive effects outlined above
are likely to be long term. However, due to the
small scale and nature of the issues considered in
the NDP, it is considered that any effects will be
low in frequency and reversible.
A combination of this neighbourhood plan which
seeks to protect and enhance the character,
environment and setting of Bury, and wider
environmental policy of the Huntingdonshire Local
Plan to 2036, is likely to have cumulative positive
environmental effects will have cumulative positive
benefits for the area of Bury.
Notwithstanding this, as the NDP deals with issues
which are of a small scale and nature, it is
considered that the impact of the neighbourhood
plan will be limited.
All effects will be very local in impact, having
negligible impacts on neighbouring areas.
There are no significant risks to human health or
the environment. Instead the plan aims to enhance
the environment and to provide the infrastructure
required to meet the social needs of local
residents.
The Neighbourhood Plan relates to an area of
approximately 585ha. This is a relatively small area
with a population of approximately 1,938.
Therefore the magnitude and spatial extent of the
plan is small.
The very southern edge of the NDP abuts a Sites of
Special Scientific Interest: Warboy's and Wistow
Wood; which is recorded as being in favourable
condition.

Yes

No
No

Yes

Yes

In the vicinity of the Bury Neighbourhood Plan area
the key European and International designations of
interest are the Orton Pit SAC (Peterborough); Nene

11

Bury Village Neighbourhood Plan – SEA Screening Request
- exceeded environmental
quality standards or limit
values; or
- intensive land-use

(g) the effects on areas or
landscapes which have a
recognized national,
Community or
international protection
status

Washes SAC; Ouse Washes SAC/SPA; Portholme SAC
(Huntingdon/Godmanchester); and Fenland
SAC/Woodwalton Fen Ramsar. The latter of these is
the closest to the Neighbourhood Plan area lying
approximately 4km to the west.
The plan area contains no Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and 9 Listed Buildings (1 Grade I; no
Grade II*; and 8 Grade II), it also contains part of a
Conservation Area which was designated in 1975.
The NDP Policies will provide protection to heritage
assets within the entire plan area. In addition,
these heritage assets will also be protected by
higher tier documents, such as the NPPF, and the
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036.
The very southern edge of the NDP abuts a Sites of
Special Scientific Interest: Warboy's and Wistow
Wood; which is recorded as being in favourable
condition.

No

In the vicinity of the Bury Neighbourhood Plan area
the key European and International designations of
interest are the Orton Pit SAC (Peterborough); Nene
Washes SAC; Ouse Washes SAC/SPA; Portholme SAC
(Huntingdon/Godmanchester); and Fenland
SAC/Woodwalton Fen Ramsar. The latter of these is
the closest to the Neighbourhood Plan area lying
approximately 4km to the west.
The NDP contains policies aimed at protecting open
space outside of designated sites such as the SAC
and SSSIs and the creation of new recreation and
leisure opportunities within new development to
help reduce visitor pressure on the SAC.

Conclusion
25. As a result of the assessment in section 3, based on Article 3.5 of the SEA Directive, Bury
Parish Council consider that there will be no significant environmental effects arising from
the NDP. As such, in the view of Bury Parish Council the NDP does not require a full SEA to
be undertaken.
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Appendix One: Environmental and
Heritage Assets in Bury
Fenland SAC / Woodwalton Fen Ramsar

© Defra (Magic Website) [Extract Taken on 18 December 2018]
Western Boundary of Neighbourhood Plan Area
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Warboy’s and Wistow Wood SSSI

© Defra (Magic Website) [Extract Taken on 18 December 2018]
South-eastern Boundary of Neighbourhood Plan Area
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General Environmental Features

General Location of Local Green Spaces © Ordnance Survey – used under Open Government Licence
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Areas of Flood Risk (Flood Risk Map for Planning)

© Environment Agency [Extract Taken on 18 December 2018]
Areas of Flood Risk (Surface Water)

© Environment Agency [Extract Taken on 18 December 2018]
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Areas of Flood Risk (From Reservoirs)

© Environment Agency [Extract Taken on 18 December 2018]
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Conservation Areas

The Ramsey Conservation Area Boundary and the Character Sub Areas
© Huntingdonshire District Council
Northern Boundary of Neighbourhood Plan Area
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Listed Buildings and Scheduled Ancient Monuments

Listed Buildings and Scheduled Ancient Monuments in Bury © Historic England
Listed Building
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Appendix Two: Diagram of the SEA
Directive to plans and programmes
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Appendix Three: Relationship of
the Neighbourhood Plan Goals and
Objectives to the Huntingdonshire
Local Plan to 2036 SA Objectives
25. The table below shows the assessment of the Relationship of the Neighbourhood Plan
objectives to the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 Sustainability Appraisal objectives.
The Local Plan SA has been utilised as this represents the latest SA used in the Development
Plan system for Huntingdonshire.

Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 SA Objectives

++ strongly
compatible
+ compatible
? uncertain
- no relationship
Land
Water Resources
Flood Risk
Green
Infrastructure
Biodiversity
Townscape &
Landscape
Heritage
Climate Change
Air Quality
Pollution
Waste
Health & Well
Being
Community
Facilities
Housing
Redress
Inequalities
Crime & AntiSocial Behaviour
Skills &
Employment
Economic
Growth
Education
Sustainable
Transport

Neighbourhood Plan
Goal &
Goal &
Objective A
Objective B
Decent
Natural
Homes
Environment
+
++
+
+
?
++

Goals & Objectives
Goal &
Goal &
Objective C
Objective D
Transport
Character
?

+
++

?
+

++
+

+

+
+

?
+
?
++

++
+

+
+
+

+

-

?

-

++

++
+

?

?
?

+
++

?

-

?

-

?

-

-

-

?

-

?

+

+

-

++

+
_
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Appendix Four: Assessment of
Reasonable Policy Alternatives
26. The table below shows how Bury Parish Council have assessed the reasonable policy
alternatives as part of reaching their conclusion on the policies to include within the
Neighbourhood Plan.
Sustainable Growth
Policy G1 – Definition of ‘Built-up Area’ (Settlement Boundary)
Policy Options Considered – Include a policy or have no policy and what area to cover
Bury is part of one of four spatial planning areas in Huntingdonshire where development is to be
targeted. A settlement boundary is proposed to be identified in order to prevent unconstrained
growth. The settlement boundary of Bury serves a specific purpose in that it is intended to
contain the growth of the settlement and enable development to take place in a coherent
manner, maintaining the structure and form of the existing settlement geography. In addition,
the boundary will protect the landscape setting of the village.
Bury has seen numerous large scale planning applications coming forward for residential
development on greenfield sites which are not currently or proposed for allocation. This
speculative development has the potential to undermine the strategic policies of the
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036. It also has the potential to lead to affect the distinctive
character and separate identity of Bury as a village. The Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036
does not propose to continue the village limits for Bury which were previously contained in the
Huntingdonshire Local Plan (1995). The Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 does however define
‘built-up area’ in policy terms which has been taken into account in developing the
Neighbourhood Plan Settlement Boundary. The Settlement Boundary defines the ‘built-up area’
for Bury.
Policy LP 7 - Spatial Planning Areas of the emerging Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 seeks
to continue the focus on unallocated development being within the existing built-up area; as is
the case with the Core Strategy.
Through consultation local residents are concerned that the village retains its character and
distinct identity. The policy developed is considered to be in general conformity with National
Planning Policy and Local Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Policy G2 – Comprehensive Development of Former Airfield
Policy Options Considered – Include a policy or have no policy
The now superseded Core Strategy previously set out the broad spatial distribution of new homes
around Huntingdonshire District. It prescribed a strategy for Bury as concentration on
redevelopment of previously developed land at Upwood Airfield. This strategy is continued in
the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036. It allocates site RA 8 - Former RAF Upwood and Upwood
Hill House (25ha of land at the former RAF Upwood and Upwood Hill House is allocated for
development for a mix of uses to comprise: 2ha of employment land for business uses (class
'B1'); approximately 450 homes; community facilities appropriate to the scale of development).
The majority but not all of this allocation lies within the parish of Bury.
Given the demographics of Bury there is importance in ensuring that the right mix of housing is
provided within the strategic allocation at Upwood Airfield. There is also concern that the
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delivery of this allocation may take place in a piecemeal manner without proper consideration
as to how the redevelopment of the site will integrate into the surrounding area.
Policy RA 8 of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 is seeking production of a masterplan for
the allocation and sets out a number of policy requirements regarding factors including
drainage; contamination; and transport. That policy does not however set out what planning
considerations the masterplan should address and the local community is concerned that the
current approach is leading to piecemeal development without the holistic approach towards
the comprehensive redevelopment of the entire airfield site that is necessary. Development of
the Airfield site will result in Bury effectively doubling in size, as such the community want to
ensure through a policy in the Neighbourhood Plan that a comprehensive approach is taken to
the former airfield.
This policy supports the delivery of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036. The policy
developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy and Local
Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Policy G3 – Community Engagement
Policy Options Considered – Include a policy or have no policy
The Neighbourhood Plan area is due to undergo a significant level of change. The local
community wishes to encourage developers to proactively engage in community engagement
with the Parish Council and local residents. The law sets out a very limited range of applications
for which compulsory pre-application community engagement is required. Through the
Neighbourhood Plan proactive community engagement is encouraged, this is considered to be
in the best interests of both those proposing development and the local community that wants
to help ensure that appropriate growth and development is secured.
The NPPF in section 4 encourages front loading at the pre-application stage of decision making,
in particular paragraph 40 states: “Local planning authorities…should also, where they think
this would be beneficial, encourage any applicants who are not already required to do so by
law to engage with the local community and, where relevant, with statutory and non-statutory
consultees, before submitting their applications.” Given the scale of redevelopment proposed
for the Neighbourhood Plan area, the Parish Council consider that an approach to development
planned with effective engagement involving the local community is appropriate.
The Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 contains no approach regarding community engagement
in developing planning proposals.
This policy supports the delivery of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036. The policy
developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy and Local
Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Policy G4 – Local Housing Needs
Policy Options Considered – Include a policy or have no policy
The Neighbourhood Plan area is due to undergo a significant level of change. The local
community wishes to encourage developers to proactively deliver housing which meets local
needs as well as the wider needs of Huntingdonshire.
The Parish Council has commissioned a local housing needs survey which was undertaken by
Cambridgeshire Acre. The survey was undertaken during February and March 2019 and the
results have been collated. They will be used to help inform the provision of affordable housing
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on sites within the Neighbourhood Plan area. The policy sets out a framework to deliver this
requirement.
The NPPF in paragraph 61 states: “Within this context, the size, type and tenure of housing
needed for different groups in the community should be assessed and reflected in planning
policies (including, but not limited to, those who require affordable housing, families with
children, older people, students, people with disabilities, service families, travellers, people
who rent their homes and people wishing to commission or build their own homes).” The policy
seeks to deliver this aspect of national planning policy.
This policy supports the delivery of the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036. The policy
developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy and Local
Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Infrastructure, Services and Facilities
Policy ISF1 – Sustainable Transport
Policy Options Considered - Include a policy or have no policy
Local planning policy recognises that Bury, Ramsey and the surrounding area has relatively poor
transport infrastructure, being well off the primary road network and relatively remote. Its
comparatively limited services, facilities and employment opportunities make it a less
sustainable location in terms of travel than some of the other market towns in Cambridgeshire.
Many rural areas continue to suffer from problems related to social exclusion and lack of access
to key services such as employment, education and health care. The main issues often involve
a lack of access to the public transport system, and the inability to reach destinations, services
and facilities within a reasonable time structure. The now superseded Huntingdonshire Core
Strategy did not contain any policy specifically addressing sustainable transport. The
Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 contains Policy LP 16 which indicates that new development
will be expected to contribute to an enhanced transport network that supports an increasing
proportion of journeys being undertaken by sustainable travel modes.
The Neighbourhood Plan can support these ambitions and promote sustainable transport modes
such as public transport, walking and cycling. It seeks to move away from the use of private car
to help tackle climate change, pollution and congestion. Many routes within Bury, particularly
around the village are already at or close to capacity in peak times and managing travel demand
must form a key part of the approach to transport planning.
The policy developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy
and Local Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Policy ISF2 – Highway Impact
Policy Options Considered – Include a policy or have no policy
Traffic has been identified as a major issue of concern to the parish residents in consultation
that has been undertaken. It is the volume and speed of traffic that are the primary concerns;
the safety of pedestrians and cyclists, air pollution and noise pollution are also issues. The
impact of traffic on life in Bury cannot be overstated. It is an aim of the Neighbourhood Plan to
deliver improvements to the pedestrian environment through new development. In consultation
80% of local residents thought the major issue was the speed of traffic.
Road safety is an important issue in all areas, however small rural towns such as Bury often have
different problems to larger towns or extended urban areas. Modes such as cycling and walking
are often proportionately more dangerous as rural roads linking villages are frequently fast and
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narrow, often lacking lighting and footpaths. This can discourage use of sustainable transport
and contribute to higher levels of car use.
The policy developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy
and Local Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Policy ISF3 – Rights of Way Network
Policy Options Considered – Include a policy or have no policy
Community facilities are provided by both the public and private sectors. Bury does not currently
have a spread of community facilities across the Town, like many settlements they have tended
to be provided in concentrated areas and many of the housing areas have to travel some distance
to access community facilities.
The Neighbourhood Plan can support these ambitions and promote sustainable transport modes
such as public transport, walking and cycling. It seeks to move away from the use of private car
to help tackle climate change, pollution and congestion. Many routes within Bury, particularly
around the village are already at or close to capacity in peak times and managing travel demand
must form a key part of the approach to transport planning.
The NPPF in paragraph 16 in relation to plan making says policies should be prepared positively,
in a way that is aspirational but deliverable. This policy is aspirational but necessary to secure
the NPPF aims to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places, including walking and cycling in
paragraph 91 and section 8. The policy had had due regard to section 9 of the NPPF on promoting
sustainable transport.
The policy developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy
and Local Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Policy ISF4 – Infrastructure Provision & Developer Contributions
Policy Options Considered – Include a policy or have no policy and what to cover
The provision of health services was a concern highlighted by many residents, and the delivery
of new housing can help to influence the provision of such facilities. The Huntingdonshire
Developer Contributions SPD sets out the need to secure infrastructure and developer
contributions from new development.
Policy LP 4 - Contributing to Infrastructure Delivery in the Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036
sets out the focus at the District level to secure infrastructure and developer contributions from
new development.
In relation to Bury, the Neighbourhood Plan identifies which infrastructure and community
facilities to be the priority in the policy.
The policy developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy
and Local Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Policy ISF5 – Protection of Community Assets
Policy Options Considered – Include a policy or have no policy
The Parish Council is keen to retain the existing provision of community assets across the village,
this was identified as an important issue for local residents through consultation. Community
facilities are provided by both the public and private sectors. Bury does not currently have a
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spread of community facilities across the Town, like many settlements they have tended to be
provided in concentrated areas and many of the housing areas have to travel some distance to
access community facilities. The protection of existing community assets is considered
important to meet the needs of local residents and a growing community.
The policy developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy
and Local Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Natural and Built Environment
Policy NE1 – Local Green Space
Policy Options Considered – What Sites to Designate
The NPPF sets out a positive framework for local communities to identify areas which are
demonstrably special to them as Local Green Space. A number of areas were considered and
assessed against the criteria for Local Green Space and the designation was found to be suitable.
Consultation has demonstrated that the green spaces within Bury are of value to local residents,
this is one of a suite of policies to protect the built and natural environment of Bury. The policy
developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy and Local
Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
Policy NE2 – Protected Settlement Break
Policy Options Considered – Include a policy or have no policy
The local community and Bury Parish Council are concerned that the historic and distinct
identity of Bury as a village is being eroded. Consultation has demonstrated that the distinct
identity of Bury as a village is not adequately reflected in strategic planning policy.
Saved Policy En15 of the now superseded Huntingdonshire Local Plan (1995) protected open
spaces and gaps identified and development which would impair their open nature will not
normally be allowed. This included the gap between Low Bury and White Arches on Bury Road.
The Huntingdonshire Local Plan to 2036 does not include any policy to prevent the coalescence
of Bury and Ramsey, as such the Neighbourhood Plan needs to secure this important community
objective.
The resolution in February 2019 by Huntingdonshire District Council under 18/01692/FUL to
grant panning permission for the Erection of 92 Dwellings at Land West of Garden Court and 1
to 16 Upwood Road, Bury will lead to further coalescence. This emphasises the need for the
Neighbourhood Plan to prevent further coalescence.
The policy developed is considered to be in general conformity with National Planning Policy
and Local Planning Policies in the Development Plan.
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