
Welcome to the first edition of the Bury Parish Council Newsletter of 2022. 

Meet the Council 

John Prestage—Chairman of the Council  
John has been a resident of Bury for many years, and a parish councillor since 
2002.  John sits on the  Councils Planning Committee, Finance Working Group, 
assists with the installation of the village Christmas lights and collates the traffic 
monitoring data.  John also oversees the Councils governance and whilst in his 
role as Chairman writes the monthly Ramsey and Warboys Informer reports on 
behalf of the Parish Council. 

 

 

David Wakefield—Vice Chairman of the Council  
David has lived in the village for 46 years and a parish councillor and past  
chairman for 31 years.  
David is the current Chair to the Planning Committee and has a keenness for  
bringing forward green space, sports facilities and early years provision for the 
community.  David also sits on the Finance Working Group and has an interest in 
flood related matters in the village. 

 

 

Karen Prestage 
Karen has also been a resident of Bury for many years, and a parish councillor 
since 1997.  For the past 25 years on the Council Karen has dedicated much of 
her time to the community.  Karen, along with the fabulous group of volunteers, 
also assists with the installation and take down of the village Christmas lights, she 
is on the judging panel for the annual Bury Village Garden Show and sits on the  
committee for the Ramsey Windfarm grant provider.   

 
 

 

www.buryparishcouncil.co.uk 

Hello everyone and welcome to the Bury Parish Council newsletter.  It has been a while since we brought 
news to you so we hope you find this newsletter informative and useful.   
 

Ways to contact the Council 
Email: parish.clerk@buryparishcouncil.co.uk  
Website: www.buryparishcouncil.co.uk 
Telephone: 07849 107046 
Facebook: Bury Parish Council, Cambs 
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www.buryparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

Meet the Council continued.. 

 

John Hayes 
John first joined the Parish Council in January 1996, dedicating his time to the  
parish for the last 26 years.  John sits on the Planning Committee, Finance Working 
Group and is the link between the Parish Council and the Church of the Holy Cross, 
where the Parish Council maintain the Churchyard.   
John is also the point of contact between the Parish Council and Bury Primary 
School. 

 

Richard Scantlebury 
The Parish Council welcomed Richard on board  14 years ago in September 2008.  
Richard has lived in Bury for many years and can be seen regularly walking the  
village to check on the Councils areas of responsibility.  Richard is one of two of 
our Parish Councillors qualified in risk assessing the children's play equipment and 
is currently the Planning Committee Vice Chair.  
 
 
 
Dominic Masterson 
Dominic is the newest member of the Parish Council, joining us in July 2021.   
Dominic found himself with more time and by becoming a councillor he believes 
he could add value to the Parish Council, and would like to represent the views of 
all people within the community.   
Dominic sits on the Planning Committee, Finance Working Group and oversees the 
Councils governance. 
 
 
 
Charlotte Copley  - Clerk  
I have been a resident of the area for many years and Parish Clerk to Bury for  
5 years.  My role as Clerk also includes being the Proper Officer of the Council and 
Responsible Financial Officer.  The Clerk is not an elected member of the council 
but is responsible for ensuring that the council, as a whole, conducts its business 
properly.  The clerk plays an essential role in helping councillors implement their 
decisions, provides independent, objective and professional advice, and supports 
its council.  

 

 
 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED BEING A PARISH COUNCILLOR? 
 
After the local elections of May this year, Bury Parish Council has  3 vacancies for  
Councillor, if you are interested in joining the Council and would like to know more about 
the role, please contact the Clerk via email at parish.clerk@buryparishcouncil.co.uk 
or telephone; 07849 107046. 
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Around our village 

The Council received many compliments on the wild flower beds along our verges last year, provided by Hunts  
District Council.  They are still there, and we hope to see another year of colour this year.  Councillors continue to 
report potholes and damaged footpaths to the County Council.  Details of which authority is responsible for things 
such as our roads and verges can be found on our website.  Monthly risk assessments of the Parish Council owned 
play equipment are carried out and reported to full council meetings, any necessary actions or works are carried 
out as soon as practicable, Parish Council assets are also monitored with  issues reported to the Clerk for action.   
The speed monitor device is regularly placed around the village with the figures reported to the Parish Council and  
Cambridgeshire Police.  Bury Parish Council hopes to engage in joint parish meetings with its neighbouring councils 
to work on speed management strategies.   
 

Open space  

The Parish Council are responsible for a small amount of public open space within the village; the sports field and 
Jubilee Play park that sit either side of the Village Hall (the Hall is not owned or managed by the Parish Council).  
Another small pocket of land the Parish Council maintain is the grass area called The Pound, as Owls End meets 
Tunkers Lane. 
The Parish Council recently undertook to clear the footpath from Owls End down to the playing field.  The hedge 
had become very overgrown and obstructed the concrete path, this has now been cleared back well away from the 
path.  The area looks much lighter and easier to get down now.  The Council are prevented from cutting hedges  
between March and September due to the bird nesting season. 
 
Whilst visiting the contractor who carried out the hedge cutting it was noted several deposits of dog fouling was 
spotted on the playing fields.  Please can dog owners be responsible and clear up after their dogs.  
 

The Parish Cemetery 

The Council began the cemetery refurbishment before Covid struck which subsequently caused some delay and 
frustrations.  Thankfully though the Garden of Rest is looking neat and tidy, the works are now complete, thank 
you for your patience. 
The bench and sundial finish off the Garden of Rest and the daffodils around the cross area bring a flash of colour.  
As always the cemetery care taker is keeping the area neat and tidy.   
The Parish cemetery (to the right as you enter from the car park) is now pathed through to the new extension.   
As you sit on the bench at the sundial you can look down across the golf course to the lower part of the village, 
listen to the birds singing and watch the peaceful horses grazing.    
 

To find out what your different authorities do (Cambs County Council and Hunts District 
Council), go to our website www.buryparishcouncil.co.uk 

www.buryparishcouncil.co.uk 

Parish.clerk@buryparishcouncil.co.uk 

http://www.buryparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.buryparishcouncil.co.uk
mailto:parish.clerk@buryparishcouncil.co.uk


RAF Upwood Guardroom: A new facility for our community 
 
The Guardroom building at the old RAF Upwood site offers Bury Parish a unique opportunity to develop 
a new community facility for its residents that’s fit for the 21st century whilst still preserving the history 
of the site and its place in our village. 
 
Over the next few months, we will be asking residents for their views on the development of this new 
community facility, from how residents might wish to use the building, to how the building could look.  
 
We appreciate that the building is currently in a poor state of repair and that considerable vandalism 
has taken place over the last few years, but we believe there is an opportunity to turn this building into 
something really special for the residents of Bury to use. 
 
The Council has engaged Cambridgeshire ACRE a local rural development charity, to support us with 
this project. Cambridgeshire ACRE will undertake an independent consultation to find out what local 
people would like/need and report back to the Parish Council later in the year. The report will be used 
to shape the design of the new community facility.  

 
The Parish Council want to hear  your views, please complete the survey. 
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